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CHAPTER 5A. GENERAL 
 
Section 5A.01 Function 

Standard: 
01 A low-volume road shall be defined for this Part of the Manual as follows: 
A. A low-volume road shall be a facility lying outside of built-up areas of cities, towns, and communities, 

and it shall have a traffic volume of less than 400 AADT. 
B. A low-volume road shall not be a freeway, an expressway, an interchange ramp, a freeway service 

road, a road on a designated State highway system, or a residential street in a neighborhood. In 
terms of highway classification, it shall be a variation of a conventional road or a special purpose 
road as defined in Section 1A.13. 

C. A low-volume road shall be classified as either paved or unpaved. 
Support: 

02 Low-volume roads typically include agricultural, recreational, resource management and development such 
as mining and logging and grazing, and local roads in rural areas. 
Guidance: 

03 The needs of unfamiliar road users for occasional, recreational, and commercial transportation purposes 
should be considered. 
Support: 

04 At some locations on low-volume roads, the use of traffic control devices might be needed to provide the 
road user limited, but essential, information regarding regulation, guidance, and warning. 

05 Other Parts of this Manual contain provisions applicable to all low-volume roads; however, Part 5 
specifically supplements and references the provisions for traffic control devices commonly used on low-volume 
roads. 

 
Section 5A.02 Application 

Support: 
01 It is possible, in many cases, to provide essential information to road users on low-volume roads with a 

limited number of traffic control devices. The focus might be on devices that: 
A. Warn of conditions not normally encountered, 
B. Prohibit unsafe movements, or 
C. Provide minimal destination guidance. 

Standard: 
02 The provisions contained in Part 5 shall not prohibit the installation or the full application of traffic 

control devices on a low-volume road where conditions justify their use. 
Guidance: 

03 Additional traffic control devices and provisions contained in other Parts of the Manual should be considered 
for use on low-volume roads. 
Support: 

04 Section 1A.09 contains information regarding the assistance that is available to jurisdictions that do not have 
engineers on their staffs who are trained and/or experienced in traffic control devices. 

 
Section 5A.03 Design 

Standard: 
01 Traffic control devices for use on low-volume roads shall be designed in accordance with the provision 

contained in Part 5, and where required, in other applicable Parts of this Manual. 
02 The typical sizes for signs and plaques installed on low-volume roads shall be as shown in Table 5A-1. 

The sizes in the minimum column shall only be used on low-volume roads where the 85th-percentile speed 
or posted speed limit is less than 35 mph. 
Guidance: 

03 The sizes in the oversized column should be used where engineering judgment indicates a need based on high 
vehicle operating speeds, driver expectancy, traffic operations, or roadway conditions. 
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Option: 
04 Signs and plaques larger than those shown in Table 5A-1 may be used (see Section 2A.11). 

Standard: 
05 All signs shall be retroreflective or illuminated to show the same shape and similar color both day and 

night, unless specifically stated otherwise in other applicable Parts of this Manual. The requirements for 
sign illumination shall not be considered to be satisfied by street, highway, or strobe lighting. 

06 All markings shall be visible at night and shall be retroreflective unless ambient illumination provides 
adequate visibility of the markings. 

 
Section 5A.04 Placement 

Standard: 
01 Except as provided in Paragraph 3, the traffic control devices used on low-volume roads shall be 

placed and positioned in accordance with the lateral, longitudinal, and vertical placement provisions 
contained in Part 2 and other applicable Sections of this Manual. 
Guidance: 

02 The placement of warning signs should comply with the guidance contained in Section 2C.05 and other 
applicable Sections of this Manual. 
Option: 

03 A lateral offset of not less than 2 feet from the roadway edge to the roadside edge of a sign may be used 
where roadside features such as terrain, shrubbery, and/or trees prevent lateral placement in accordance with 
Section 2A.19. 
Standard: 

04 If located within a clear zone, post-mounted sign supports shall be yielding, breakaway, or shielded 
with a longitudinal barrier or crash cushion as required in Section 2A.19. 
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